36 YEARS OF TURNING COLLEGE DREAMS INTO REALITY
In 1981, technology
entrepreneur and
philanthropist Eugene M.
Lang returned to his
childhood school in East
Harlem to deliver the
commencement address to
a class of graduating sixthgraders, promising to pay
college tuition for all 61 of
the students in the class if
they graduated from high
school. His impulsive act of
generosity sparked a
movement. Soon other
philanthropists began
sponsoring classes, and in 1986, the “I Have A Dream” Foundation was created to harness
the momentum of this cause to level the playing field for underserved students. Mr. Lang
called to mind the words of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legendary speech at the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom, when he named his new organization the “I Have A
Dream” Foundation, and called the students Dreamers.
36 years later the Foundation boasts nearly 18,000 Dreamers and 16 affiliates throughout
the United States and New Zealand, with ambitious growth plans for the future.

ANNUAL DREAM UP (UNIVERSITY PREP)
The Annual Dream UP is a
gathering of middle school,
high school, and college
Dreamers from schools and
neighborhoods across the
"I Have A Dream"
Foundation affiliate network
that provides an
opportunity for our students
to interact with peers and
adults from different walks
of life. The Conference is a
critical part of the process
of preparing our youth for
the rigors of college life. It
is hosted on a college
campus and mimics the
college experience –

Dreamers sleep overnight in dorms and attend lectures, activities, and social events. This time
spent immersed in the college environment helps students envision their own college success.
They return home armed with the tools needed to persevere through high school and college
graduation.

16th ANNUAL DREAM UP
The 16th Annual Dream UP (formerly called the “Dreamer Conference”) will take place at
Loyola Marymount Universtiy in Los Angeles July 11-14, 2017. Dreamers will participate in
sessions with leading academic and business professionals, and will have the added
benefit of access to cultural institutions in one of the most exciting and diverse cities in
the world.
Since its inception, the program has taken place at both private and public colleges and
universities throughout the United States. Dreamers have had the opportunity to
encounter colleges such as Stanford UniversitY, Boston College, and University of
Colorado-Boulder.
Most of the participating “Dreamers” will be first generation college students.
Statiscally, first generation college attendees find themselves in completely unfamiliar
surroundings of dorm and college life and are more likely to leave college after the first
or second semesters. By providing this opportnity, Dreamers are surrounded by “I Have
A Dream” Foundation mentors and staff to help them process the experience. Without
this intense preparation, students are likely to feel overwhelmed and apprehensive. The
Annual Dreamer Conference helps students transform their thought processes to be
able to take on the challenge of college with confidence and positivity.
.

DREAM UP SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
•

$100,000

Premium corporate sponsorship for Dream UP 2017
(includes: campus signage throughout the campus, press releases, social
media posts, web exposure, curriculum input, event branded merchandise)

•

$50,000

Travel expense for all 125 Dreamers coming from all around the USA

•

$35,000

Room and Board for 125 Dreamers and 40 Chaperones

•

$25,000

Meals for 5 days for all participants

•

$5,000

Materials for all 125 dreamers (backpacks, t-shirts etc.)

•

$2,500

Local cultural experience in greater Los Angeles area

•

$1,000

Sponsor a Dreamer for the week

Beyond immediate sponsorship of the national Dream UP conference, the long established and
extremely successful “I Have A Dream” Los Angeles affiliate also represents opportunity for long
term, local community engagement with ongoing programs in Los Angeles.

Thank you for your support
For more information:
Debra Fine
CEO
“I Have A Dream” Foundation Los Angeles
debra@ihadla.org
213.572.0175
Robert Thompson
Chief Development Officer
“I Have A Dream” Foundation National
rthompson@ihad.org
646.517.2669

